GENDER PARTICIPATION IN OPEN GOVERNMENT PARTNERSHIP
 When talking about gender participation, we are referring to the inclusion of women into the things that they were not allowed to do. 

     OGP, which means Open Government Partnership is a multilateral initiative that aims to secure concrete commitments from national and sub-national governments to promote open government, empower citizens, fight corruption and harness new technologies to strengthen governance. OGP members are ambitious in bringing women and other underrepresented groups, ensuring that reforms are inclusive of all people's needs. 

    Most women don't have access to education according to UNESCO, almost 130 million girls are out of school, that many girls show a lot of untapped girl power. This education is not only limited to going to school, it also includes ignorance of family planning, according to Women Deliver, a women's advocacy group up-to 225 million women have an unmet need for family planning. Helping women to be aware of the control they have over child birth would reduce drastically the rate of unsafe abortion and maternal deaths. Another problem women have is gender based violence which include: rape, sexual harassment and assault and domestic abuse, to mention just a few. Women's rights are not given to them fully like their right to vote which is their civic right or the right for them to contribute to the process of decision making.

      As many as the problems women face, there are also solutions provided by the OGP, government and private institutions and individuals. These solutions are as follows : 

 Encouraging women to participate in programs and workshops that promote gender participation. Through these workshops their confidence and self esteem will increase and they will continue spreading the word to other women. When this happens, these women will come together and have a stronger voice. A campaign which organizations like Kebetkache is already involved.

     Positions should be created in the government for women to fully participate in decision making processes.  When the government states that a particular office should be for a woman, more women will join the politics of the nation, thereby claiming fully their rights. In such situations, other women will be encouraged to do things that they thought were for men only, example becoming a CEO of a company.

    Another solution is that, women should be given legal backing when it comes to gender-based violence. The Violence Against Women Prohibition (VAPP) Act should be implemented and enforced. When rape occurs, victims should not be kept quiet rather they should be encouraged to report the matter. These victims should not be blamed or stigmatized, they should be given necessary support. This should not only happen in a case of rape, it should be done even when a wife is beaten by her husband. She shouldn't be told to keep quiet for the sake of her marriage.

        Groups should be formed to fund the education of women. Government should also be involved in sending girls to school and marriage below 18 should be made illegal. 

 I sincerely hope that these solutions will help in bringing women out of their shells. 
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