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How experts want journalists handle legal,
ethical issues in Investigative Journalism

The Daily Trust, in collaboration with the Centre for iMedia Law and Development, Daily Trust Foundation and
iMadArthur Foundation organised a 2-day conference on“Legal and Ethical Issues in Investigative Reporting in
Nigeria” discussing many interesting matters of the media.

By Abbas Jimoh % Clement A.
Olovede

enever  top gns  in
the media and other
stakeholders converge on

matters on the industry, it is always
branstorming sesslons It was no
different at the two-day editorial
conference in Abuja put together by
Diadly Trustin conjun i onwith Centre
tor Media Law and Developrnent, Dady
Trust Foundation and MacArthur
Foundation.

While welcoming  participants
across newsroomns of print and
broadeast outfits, Chairman, Daly
Trust Foum dat on, M alarn Wada Maida,
reiter ated the foundation’ corrmitment
toenhancng comnpetency in jornadism
in the country. He said the foundation
has trained over 200 jowrnaligs in
Migeria in the art of nwvestigative
Journalism and is working towards
fraining more,

“Journalists are meant to scrutnize
the activities of those in power and
ensure that those who operate confrary
to the legal framewerk and polides
setting up the agendies of government
they oversee are exposed and made to
accountfor their misdeeds he sad.

Cm his part, the Director (Africa),
of the MacArthur Foundaton, Dr.
Kole Shettitna, has stressed the need for
mediahousesto broaden their financial
autonomy to guarantes editorial and
professional independence,

Shettimawhoisalso a Chairman of
the Governing Board of the Centre for

M some speakers at the conference are fromleft Mr. Charles doh,

Commissioner of Information, Akwra Ibom State, a former Borno
State Attorney-General and Senior Partner inthe J. K. Gadzama &
Associate, Barrister Mubammed Monguno, Air Commodore Anas
Yusuf (rid), Bxecutive Secretary, Centre for Crisis Communication
and acting Chairman, Broadcasting Organisationof Nigeria (BOM),

Mir. Godfrey Ohuaburmira.

Dernocracy and Development (CDDY,
sad the MacArthr Foundaion
was delighted to work with media
orgmissions in Migeria on critical
issues of nvestis ative journalism as the
organisation seesit asa core part of its
mandate,

“To further deepen investigative
journalism in Migerla, MacArthur
Feundaten was also  sponsoring
investigative journalism fraining in
about eight other Migerian languages,
especially as roost Migerians cannot
corrmnicate in English, This would
alsohelp promote Migeriah indigen cus
languages” he explained.

Also, the Editor-in-ChieffChief
Exeeutive Officer of Media Trust
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Lirnited, publishers of Daly Trust
titles, Mallam Mannir Dan-Ali,
expressed concern why the media
comtimie to focus on the well to do
instead of promoting the plight of
the downtrodden, who needed to be
reported for the government to ad en
their plights,

“Why iz it that we are mostly
concerned about reporting  the
Senate President, the Speaker and the
governors? Why are we forgetting that
ourrole of comforting the afflicted and
afflicting the cornforted. But you see
us mostly afflicting the afflicted and
comnforting the comforted. What this
means is that we are doing the bidding
of those in powers ad not asking the

queston on their responsbilities and
e they are imparting on the socdety,
thisis sipposedto be our job,' Dan-All
said,

Eenewned lawwer and hurnan
rights activist, Ferni Falana (SAN),
while presenfing the Lead Paper of
the roundtable urged journalists to be
careful in thelr dealings so that they
can be able to carry out their jobs
rofessienally,

He also urged them to note the risk
irrvolvedininve sgative journalism bt
that there were landmark judmnents
that protect themnfrom being v ctimized
by those in authority.

Cm his part the Director General,
Centrefor MediaLawand Developrment,
Mr. Charles Odenigbo, said the event
wasto deepen investigaive jornalian
in the country,

Also, the Ading Chairman,
Broadcasting Orgardsation of Migeria
(BEOM), Mr. Godfrey Ohuaburma,
inssted that investigative journalism
hadbecorne eritical, egoect dly with the
proliferation of the soclal media and
dtizen journalism,

According to himn, "It is unfair that
journalists, reporters will be harassed
for saying the truth. The media is
the only avenue through which the
COIOTTLOn can express his views It is
impertant that we go bevond getting
newsbut deing e stgation.,

Also, the Diredor General,
Wolce of Migerla (WON), Mr. Osita
Clechulwn, said that the Freedom of
Information Act (FolA) emerged asa
major legislation i the country since

the advent of dernocracy and presented
averitable tool for media orgard sations
to held people in anthority to
accountability,

A former Borno State Aftorney-
General and Senior Partner in the |
K., Gadzama & Associate, Barrister
Muhanmed Monguno, the Chief
Executive of Premium Times, Mr
Dapo Cloruryornd, a former Director
General, Migeria Law School and Viee
Chancellor of the Baze University, Prof.
Tahir Marnrnan and Managing Partmer
and CEC of The Eugenia Abu Media,
Eugenia Abu arnong others also spoke
atthe event.

Also, the Programme Coordinator
of the event, Dr. TheophilusAbbah said
itisdangerous to write an investgative
story by depending on “wor d of rnouth”
alone and that apart from it being very
dangerous, even if not derded, “It could
prove that you're too simplisde”

However, the communique of the
conference noted and resolved that
investgative journalism is critical to
nation building but comes with grave
responsibiliies. It stated that while
there is need for a knowledge gap in
that sector of journalisen and hence the
need for journalists to be educated in
the varions laws and legidations that
affects journalism practice,

Part of the canmumiqué read:
"That Investigative journalist should
knew the story befere embarking o
gathering evidence. That evidence
g be correberated from different
sources that are relevant to the fact
inissue Andthemotives of evidence
providers st be theroughly vetted
and verified.

“That it is within the ambits of law
for investgatve journalists to behave
like detectiveshut they g underand
that the scope of investizaion and the
rights of citizens been investigated are
usually governed by legal framework
that mmust be respected. That
Irve stigative o nali s st be based
ot high degree of public rust/public
interest)' it said,




